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Dear Parents and carers, 
 

Finding ways for children to return to school has been tough. Whilst the government 
proposed ambitious plans for several year groups to return ahead of summer holidays, 
putting this in place remains at the discretion of individual schools and availability of staff 
and space has meant that some schools have been unable to achieve this. That’s especially 
tough for families where some children are back at school, but others are not. It’s still hoped 
that all children will be back in September and many schools will be spending the summer 
finding ways to make this happen, if they can. 
 
 

Government catch up plan: 
 

This week the government announced “catch up” funding of around £1 billion to help 
children get up to speed on what they’ve missed (including £350m dedicated to the most 
disadvantaged young people). This will be focused on providing tuition for small groups with 
focused outcomes, such as literacy, numeracy, behaviours and emotional needs. Schools will 
decide how the money is spent, but sixth form colleges don’t qualify, so it remains to be 
seen what support they will receive. We’ll keep you posted as we find out more. 
 
Meanwhile, schools are being encouraged to provide opportunities for schooling over the 
summer holidays. Again, this may not be easy, given availability of staff and safe access to 
buildings, but do check with your children’s schools to see whether they have any plans yet 
if you think this could help your child. 
 
 

What you can do: 
 

While you may not be in the position to help your child when it comes to catching up on 
their academic studies, don’t write off their time at home. There’s plenty of things they can 
do that they might enjoy, including listening to podcasts, reading (or audio) books, 
developing life skills (cooking, cleaning, being active) and these will all contribute to their 
future success.  In case you missed it, we shared lots of ideas in our article, The Parents 
Guide to Making the most of Lockdown.  
 
Also, whilst many firms have not opened their offices and employees continue to work from 
home, some are offering virtual work experience opportunities for teenagers, so you and 
your child can check out some of the things that are available here.  
 
 

National Picnic Week: 
 
Remember to enjoy some of this extra free time by having some fun. After a cloudy week or 
two, the sun is set to shine this week, with predictions that we’ll experience the hottest day 
of the year so far. Given lockdown rules, there’s no better time to be celebrating National 
Picnic Week, by getting together a few family favourite snacks and games and heading out 
to enjoy the outdoors. Don’t forget your sunscreen though! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/billion-pound-covid-catch-up-plan-to-tackle-impact-of-lost-teaching-time
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/helping-your-child-stand-out-from-the-crowd
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/helping-your-child-stand-out-from-the-crowd
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/virtual-work-experience
https://www.nationalpicnicweek.co.uk/
https://www.nationalpicnicweek.co.uk/
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We’ll be back soon: 
 
We’ll have more for you on 6 July, with the launch of our free book: The Parents’ Guide to 
Getting ahead during the summer holidays. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or areas you’d like more information about in 
our newsletters or blogs, please get in touch and send us an email at 
info@theparentsguideto.co.uk so we can help where we can. 
 
If you were forwarded this email and want to subscribe to keep up to date on what’s new, 
click here.  
 
In the meantime, have a great week and … 
 
Stay safe and connected,  
Vanessa and Darius  
 
www.theparentsguideto.co.uk 
 

mailto:info@theparentsguideto.co.uk
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/join-us
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/

